
TIMELINE OF BEETHOVEN’S LIFE 
 

 

1733 
Beethoven's grandfather Ludwig van Beethoven (1712-1773) joins the Bonn 

electoral choir, first a bass, then in 1761 becomes the court musical director. 

 

1756 

Beethoven's father Johann (1740-1792) helps out in the court choir. From 1764 he 

performs as tenor. 

 

December 17, 1770 

Ludwig van Beethoven is baptized. His exact birthday unknown, is thought to be 

on December 16. 

 

March 26, 1778 

Beethoven performs his earliest known public performance. Marketed as a child 

prodigy, he plays “various piano concertos and trios” in Cologne. 

 

1782 

Beethoven’s first publication is released: Nine Variations on a March by Dressler. 

 

1783 

Beethoven dedicates three Piano Sonatas to his patron, the Elector of Cologne and 

Münster, Maximilian Friedrich. 1784 Beethoven is appointed deputy court 

organist. 

 

1786 

Beethoven travels to Vienna, with the intention to study with Mozart. History is 

unclear if this meeting actually took place. 

 

July 17, 1787 

Beethoven’s mother dies. 

 

1789 

Beethoven becomes a member of the Bonn court chapel as violist. 

 

 



February 20, 1790 

Beethoven composes a cantata for the death of Emperor Joseph II and another 

cantata for the coronation of Leopold II. Joseph Haydn visits Bonn and Beethoven 

is introduced to him.  

 

1792 

Beethoven goes to Vienna to study with Haydn, and later with Johann Baptist 

Schenk, Johann Albrechtsberger and Antonio Salieri. 

 

1794 

Beethoven loses his post in Bonn due to the dissolution of the Electorate in 

Cologne; a study trip to Vienna now becomes a permanent move. 

 

March 29, 1795 

Beethoven undertakes his first public performance in Vienna. He plays a piano 

concerto in the Hofburg Theatre in a concert organized by Haydn. 

 

1796 
Beethoven performs a concert tour through Prague, Dresden, Leipzig and Berlin. 

 

1798 
Beethoven composes Piano Sonata op. 13 "Pathétique." 

 

April 2, 1800 

Beethoven holds the first concert for his own benefit in Vienna with the première 

of the First Symphony. 

 

1801 

Beethoven experiences first symptoms of his deafness as notated in a letter to 

friends. 

 

1802 

Beethoven writes the "Heiligenstadt Testament," a letter to his brothers, reflecting 

on his increasing deafness. 

 

1803 
Beethoven’s Second Symphony, Third Piano Concerto and the Oratorio Christus 

on the Mount of Olives premiere on April 5 at the Academy in the Theater an der 

Wien. Beethoven composes the "Kreutzer Sonata" op. 47. 

 



April 18, 1804 

Beethoven does not name the Third Symphony "Bonaparte" as originally planned 

due to Napoléon’s self-proclamation as Emperor of France; he later calls it the 

“Eroica Symphony.”  

 
 

1806 
From August to October Beethoven stays with Prince Lichnowsky, one of his 

important patrons, at the Prince’s castle in Grätz  He returns to Vienna following 

a dispute with Lichnowsky. Commissioned by Count Rasumowsky, Beethoven 

composes String Quartets op. 59. 

 

1807 

Beethoven composes Mass in C Major op. 86 for Hungarian Prince Nikolaus II 

Esterházy. 

 

1808 

Beethoven’s Fifth and Sixth Symphonies premiere on December 22 at the 

Academy in the Theater an der Wien. Composes the Fourth Piano Concerto and 

the Choral Fantasia, op. 80. 

 

1809 

After Archduke Rudolph, Prince Lobkowitz and Prince Kinsky guarantee 

Beethoven an annuity, the composer rejects the post of court musical director in 

Kassel offered to him by Napoléon's brother. Beethoven writes the Piano Sonata 

op. 81a "Das Lebewohl." 

 

1810 

Beethoven composes music for Goethe's play Egmont. 

 

 

1812 

In poor health, Beethoven goes to Teplitz for hydrotherapy. He writes a letter to 

the "Immortal Beloved," whose identity is unknown. He meets Johann Wolfgang 

von Goethe. 

 

1813 

Beethoven composes Wellington's Victory or the Battle of Vittoria op. 91 in 

honor of a decisive victory over Napoléon. It is first performed, together with the 

Seventh Symphony, on December 8.  



 

1814 

Beethoven enjoys great success with occasional works (Congress Cantata "The 

glorious moment"), performances of his Seventh and Eighth Symphonies and the 

new version of Fidelio, due to the interest shown by international high society.  

 

 

1818 

As a consequence of his increasing deafness, Beethoven starts using conversation 

books to communicate. Beethoven composes Hammerklavier Sonata op. 106. 

 

1819 

Anton Diabelli writes to 50 composers requesting variations on a waltz of his own 

composition. 

 

 

1820 

In March, the Archduke Rudolph is enthroned as the Archbishop of Olmütz. 

Beethoven starts writing the Missa Solemnis for this occasion but does not 

complete it until 1823. 

 

1822 

Beethoven composes his last Piano Sonata: op. 111. 

 

1823 
Beethoven completes his Diabelli Variations. 

 

May 7, 1824 

The Ninth Symphony premieres. Beethoven begins work on the last String 

Quartets. 

 

1826 

Beethoven’s nephew Karl attempts suicide on August 6. Beethoven’s last 

completed work: new Finale for the String Quartet op. 130. 

 

March 26, 1827  

Beethoven dies in the "Altes Schwarzspanierhaus" in Vienna after a protracted 

illness and four surgeries to remove fluid from his abdomen. 

 


